How to Connect Your Domain Name With Your Website
Hosting

If you've bought a domain name and website hosting for that domain name, you need to
get the domain name pointing to your hosting. I'll explain how to do that here.

Where this connection takes place is with DNS, which stands for Domain Name Service.

What DNS does, is it dictates where portions of your domain name go. The email portion
could go to one server, while the website is on another server, etc. DNS directs all of that.
It also turns domain names into IP addresses, which is what computers understand.

Here’s how that looks in a diagram:
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To point your domain name to your website hosting, do
the following:

1. Go to your domain name registrar (where you bought the domain) and find the name
server settings for that domain.

2. Change the name servers to the name servers specified by your website host. You
will have at least 2 name servers to enter but it may be up to 5. Put them all in.

3. Save your changes and then wait. For the changes to take effect could take between
2 to 24 hours.



If you don’t know what name servers to use, ask your website host and they will tell you.
They often give you this information in a welcome email or you may be able to search their
website for this information.

If there are already entries there and name servers specified, you'll still change your name
servers. You may get a warning about this. If you're not sure about what you're doing, take
a screen shot of the settings you see there before you make changes — just in case you
have to revert back to these settings later.

Example

Here’s a screen shot of how this looks at NameCheap where | point the domain | bought
there over to my hosting at A2 Hosting:


https://tonyherman.com/namecheap
https://tonyherman.com/A2Hosting
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Just do into the domain, choose “Custom DNS” from the pulldown, enter all your name
servers below that (usually just 2 of them but A2 has 4), then click the checkmark to save
it.
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