How to Turn Off a Smoke Alarm That Won't Stop
Beeping (Kidde Models & More)

There’s nothing like being jolted awake at 3 AM by a random chirp. I've been there — my
condo had five interconnected Kidde 1276 alarms (the 112060 is the newer version), and
when one decided to act up, they all started chirping like a smoke detector boy band.

Here’s what | learned (the hard way) about how to stop the beeping, what causes it, and
when it’s time to just toss the thing out and start over.

First Things First: Is There a Fire?

This seems obvious, but rule it out. If your alarm’s going off and not just chirping, make
sure there’s no smoke or heat. Once you're 100% sure it's not an actual emergency, move
on to the next steps.

Quick Fixes Checklist
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Replace all batteries (even if only one is chirping)

Press each test button twice quickly

Try holding the test button for 5-10 seconds

Unplug, remove battery, then hold test button for 30 seconds
Flip the circuit breaker off and back on

Clean the unit with compressed air or vacuum

Double-check it's not your CO detector instead

Replace the alarm if it's 10+ years old or yellowed
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Pro Tip: Cold rooms can trigger chirping. Warm it up and see if that helps.

Why Is My Smoke Alarm Chirping?
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Let's dig in a little deeper. Usually, it's one of these reasons:

Low battery (even if it's new)

Residual charge in the unit

Dust or debris in the sensor

Temperature fluctuation (yep — being too cold can trigger chirps!)
It's old and just needs to be replaced

How to Stop a Smoke Alarm from Beeping

1. Change all the batteries. If your alarms are linked, replace the battery in every unit.
Don’t just guess which one it is.

2. Press each button twice quickly. (Don’t hold them.) This often resets the “hey |
changed the battery!” message.

3. Press and hold the test button. Hold it for a few seconds until you hear the alarm.
This can sometimes clear false chirps.

4. Discharge the alarm. Remove it from the ceiling, unplug the wiring clip, take out the
battery, then hold the test button for 20-30 seconds. This clears any leftover charge.
Reconnect it afterward.

5. Flip the breaker. If they're hardwired and going haywire, shut them off at the circuit
breaker for a few minutes, then turn them back on.

6. Make sure you found all of them. I thought | had four... then | found a fifth one
tucked away. One rogue unit can keep the whole network beeping.

7. Check the carbon monoxide detector. It may not be the smoke alarm at all. Plug-in
CO detectors can chirp too if their backup battery is low.

8. Clean them. Use a can of compressed air or a vacuum brush to clean dust out of the
sensor. You can also open it and wipe the inside with a damp cloth (then let it dry
fully).

9. If nothing works — replace it. If the unit is over 10 years old, it's probably time
anyway. They’re cheap and critical. Just get a new one.

Yep, Cold Air Might Trigger It

Believe it or not, if the air inside your home is too cold, your alarms might chirp. When |
moved into my condo, | noticed they’d beep randomly when the heat was turned off or the
temp dipped too low. Warming up the place stopped it in 5-10 minutes.

Should You Just Replace Them?

Eventually, yes. If the casing turns yellow or it's been over 10 years, replace it. These
things aren’t built like luxury cars — they’re basic plastic with sensors that wear out. |
switched to lithium-powered ones when | sold my condo, and I've never looked back.



The newer sealed-battery models like the Kidde 19010 last 10 years and don’t require
battery changes. When they chirp, it's because their lifespan is up. You recycle them and
get a new one — simple.

Pro Tip: Change Your Batteries During Daylight Saving
Time

Get in the habit of replacing smoke and carbon monoxide detector batteries twice a year
— spring and fall when the clocks change. You don’t need premium batteries for this, just
fresh ones.

Don’t Forget About Carbon Monoxide Detectors

Many states and cities now require CO detectors, especially in homes with attached
garages or fuel-burning appliances. | got plug-in models for my condo — no ceiling
mounting, and the battery’s just for backup. So much easier to deal with.

Kidde Smoke Alarm Manual (PDF)

If you're trying to troubleshoot the Kidde 1276 or i12060, try looking up the manual online.
It can sometimes give you specific beeping patterns and what they mean.

Conclusion

Chirping smoke alarms are insanely annoying — especially when you're tired and can’t
figure out which one it is. But with a little patience (and possibly a ladder), you can fix the
issue or know when it’s time to just replace the whole system.

Hopefully these tips helped you fix the problem without taking a baseball bat to the ceiling.
And if they didn’t? Just go get a new one — your ears (and your sleep) will thank you.
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