RedirectMatch Examples: How to Use Apache
RedirectMatch for Clean URL Redirects

If you're working with Apache and need to redirect URLs based on patterns, Redirect mat ch IS
your friend. It combines the simplicity of the redirect directive with the power of
regular expressions.

Below are real-world Rredi rect vat ch €xamples you can use right now—along with
explanations, tips, and answers to related questions like when to use 301 vs 302 and how
redirects differ from rewrites.

Real RedirectMatch Examples (Copy and Paste Ready)

Copy
# Redirect a single page
Redi rect Mat ch 301 /ol d- page$ / new page

# Redirect everything under /blog/ to /articles/
Redi rect Match 301 ~/ blog/(.*)$ /articles/$1

# Redirect /products or /products/ to /store/
Redi rect Mat ch 301 ~/products/?$ /store/

# Tenporary redirect
Redi rect Mat ch 302 ~/tenporary/ ?$ / newtenp/

# Conpl ex pattern with two vari abl es
Redi rect Mat ch 301 ~/category/(.*)/item (.*)$ /shop/$1/$2

¢ 301 means permanent (good for SEQO)
e 302 means temporary (used for short-term changes)
e The pattern is a regular expression matched against the request URI

A Path vs. a URL

When using Redi rect Mat ch iN YOUr . ht access file, you’re matching the path portion of the
URL—not the full URL.

For example:

e Full URL: nttps://exanpl e. cont ol d- page
e Path: /ol d- page

The regular expression in Rredi rect vat ch iS applied to just the path. So don’t include https://
or your domain in the match pattern—only what comes after the slash.



How to Use RedirectMatch
The syntax looks like this:

Copy

Redirect Match [status] [regex pattern] [destination]

For example:
Copy

Redi rect Mat ch 301 ~/ ol d- page$ / new page

This means: “Permanently redirect anyone visiting / ol d- page tO / new- page.”

You can use regex groups like (. *) to match and re-use parts of the original URL in the
destination path.

RedirectMatch vs Redirect vs RewriteRule

e Redirect: Simple, non-regex match. Great for single-page redirects.

e RedirectMatch: Uses regular expressions to handle multiple similar URLs with one
line.

e RewriteRule: Used in mod_rewite, Offers the most power (can do internal rewrites,
add conditions, etc.)

Use Rredi rect Mat ch When you want simple but flexible pattern-based redirects without getting
into full rewrite logic.

Understanding Regular Expressions in RedirectMatch

Redi rect Mat ch US€S regular expressions (regex) to match URLSs. If you've never used regex
before, here’s what you need to know — and “string” means a string of characters, or in this
case, a URL usually:

~ means “start of the string”

$ means “end of the string”

. matches any single character

* means “zero or more of the previous character”

(.*) matches everything between slashes (and saves it as a group you can reuse)

e 351, 32, etc. refer to matched groups in the destination URL

2 after a character makes it optional (e.g. / »s matches with or without a trailing slash)



Example:

Copy

Redirect Match 301 A/ blog/(.*)$ /articles/$1

This means: “Take whatever comes after /vl og/ and redirect it to /articl es/ with that same
slug.”

SO0 /bl og/ ny- post becomes /articles/ ny- post .

If regex still feels confusing, start small. Even just knowing », s, and (.*) will get you 90% of
the way there for basic redirect rules.

Free Download: Regular Expressions Cheat Sheet (PDF)

Here’s a cheat sheet you can download (no email required) to have as a handy reference
for working with regular expressions and RedirectMatch.

Regular Expressions / RedirectMatch Cheat Sheet

How to Tell If a URL Is a Redirect

There are a few ways to check:
e Use the terminal: curi -1 https://exanpl e. cont ol d- page

e Look for a 301 or 302 status in browser dev tools (Network tab)
e Use online tools like httpstatus.io to check live URLs

What to Put in a Redirect URL?

The destination URL can be:

e A relative path: / new page
e A full URL: nttps://exanpl e. conf new page

Use relative paths for internal redirects. Use full URLSs if redirecting to a different domain.

What Is Considered a Redirect?

A redirect is a response that tells the browser to go to a different URL. This can be:

e 301: Permanent redirect (good for SEO)


https://httpstatus.io/

e 302: Temporary redirect
e 307/308: Special-purpose redirects
e Meta refresh: Client-side redirect via HTML (not recommended)

What Is a Redirect URL Example?

Here’s a real example using Redi rect Mat ch:
Copy

Redi rect Match 301 7~/ bl og$ /articles

This redirects visitors from /bl og to /arti cl es. Simple and effective.

What Is an Open Redirect URL Example?
An open redirect allows external input to control the redirect destination. For example:

Copy

/ go. php?url =https://badsite.com

If this page redirects users without validating the URL, it can be abused for phishing or
malware. Always sanitize input and avoid generic redirect scripts unless they’re locked
down.

What Is the Difference Between Redirect and
Forwarding a URL?

e Redirect: The user’s browser is sent to a new URL (visible to them).
e Forward: The server fetches another page and shows it without changing the URL in

the browser.

Use redirects for SEO and clear URL transitions. Use forwarding for behind-the-scenes
routing (usually handled with rRew it erul e).

What Is the Best Redirect Method?

For SEO and most use cases, a 301 redirect is best. It tells search engines the change is
permanent and passes link authority. Use 302 for short-term moves or testing.



Avoid 307 or JavaScript-based redirects unless you have a specific reason. Stick with
301/302 for clean, reliable behavior.

Final Thoughts

If you manage an Apache-based website, Redirect vat ch iS One of the easiest ways to
redirect groups of URLS using patterns. It's more powerful than Rredi rect , easier than
Rew i t eRul e, and perfect for SEO, content restructuring, or website cleanup.

Use it wisely, test thoroughly, and double-check your patterns. A good redirect saves SEO
equity—a bad one can break your site.

And:

e Don’t forget to visit my Redirect Examples Using .htaccess page.
e If you like the copy buttons on this page, check out my WordPress Code Copy Button

Plugin.

Got questions? Drop them below.

People Also Ask:

e redirectmatch examples

Original article: https://tonyherman.com/redirectmatch-examples/
PDF version: https://tonyherman.com/redirectmatch-examples/?apa_pdf=1



https://tonyherman.com/good-apache-mod_rewrite-examples/
https://tonyherman.com/code-copy-button-wordpress-plugin/
https://tonyherman.com/code-copy-button-wordpress-plugin/
https://tonyherman.com/redirectmatch-examples/
https://tonyherman.com/redirectmatch-examples/?apa_pdf=1

Special Offer for Readers

1,000+ Channels « On-Demand Movies ¢ 5 Devices

$69.99/mo (~$2.33/day)

Try it for a month and see if you like it, then switch.

Start Your Trial

Click to learn more about CUE Broadcast

Tip: Get 3 friends of family to sign up and you it for free.


https://www.tonyherman.com/cue-signup?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=auto-pdf-articles

